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NPACE STATE CE/CME 
Information by state for APRNs and PAs 

 

How to use this document: Scroll to your state to find information on total credits and link to the state information for license renewal and specific required 
courses or areas of content. Then, go to www.learn.npace.org to find recommended courses and bundles to help meet specific state licensing requirements.  

*This grid gets updated every July according to current web searched published standards by state. Users are encouraged to use current links to confirm.  

State Advanced Practice Nurse Physician Assistant 

Alabama APRNs to complete 24 CE hours per license period, 6 must be 
pharmacology. 
For AL renewal requirements click here.  
For FAQ on AL CE requirements click here. 
* For controlled substance licensing and approval. Alabama 
APRNs must go through the Board of Medical Examiners. Find 
more here. 

Alabama requires an initial 12 PRA credit category 1 course and then 
4 additional credits each year. 

4 credits above are opiate/controlled substance related.   

State link: 

Requirements/approved CME: Here 

 

Alaska 30 CE per renewal, 12 hours in pharmacology, 12 in clinical 
management to count in the total 30. 

Find website here 

Alaska requires an initial 50 PRA credit category 1 credits each 
renewal cycle, 2 of those should be opiate. 

Find website here 

 

Arkansas Arkansas requires 5 CE hours in two specific courses for APRNs to 
renewal and these are free at this link. Requirements for 
renewal/licensure: Here 

Complete 100 hours of CME every two years, with at least 50 being 
Category 1. 

http://www.learn.npace.org/
https://www.abn.alabama.gov/licensing/renewal/#:%7E:text=You%20Must%20Have%20Adequate%20CE,hours%20must%20carry%20Pharmacology%20credit
https://www.abn.alabama.gov/abn-nursing-excellence/nursing-ce/online-courses/faqs/
https://www.albme.gov/licensing/crnp-cnm/lpsp
https://www.albme.gov/licensing/pa-aa
https://www.albme.gov/uploads/pdfs/ApprovedCMECourses.pdf
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/cbpl/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardofNursing/FAQ.aspx
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/cbpl/professionallicensing/statemedicalboard.aspx#:%7E:text=The%20Division%20of%20Corporations%2C%20Business%20&%20Professional%20Licensing%20(CBPL),Fraudulent%20Activity%20Alert
https://courses.cebroker.com/providers/20745-arkansas-state-board-of-nursing?coursePageIndex=1&profession=4004&state=AR
https://healthy.arkansas.gov/boards-
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4 credits above are opiate/controlled substance related. 1 hour on 
opioid and benzodiazepine prescribing is required.   

Link to state board site for PAs: Here  

*Note that Arkansas has a requirement for PAs to apply for the ability 
to write for biologic medications. There is also currently an opioid 
antagonist protocol 

 

            Arizona Arizona does not require specific CE for license renewal. To renew 
the APRN must have practiced 960 hours in the last 5 years. For 
DEA and opiate prescribing opiate related and substance use 
disorder CE is required. 

AZ board of nursing website  here 

APRN license renewal information - Here 

Arizona requires PAs to have 20 category 1 CME hours yearly.  

Link to state board site for PAs: Here 

 

      California 30 CE hours every 2 years, if 25% of the patient population is over 
65 then 6 of the 30 hours need to be in gerontology. 

1 hour in implicit bias needed within the first 2 years of licensing.   

Find web site here 

50 CME category 1 courses every 2 years. For PAs who practice with 
25% or more of their patient population 65 yrs of age or older, 20% of 
those hours need to be in gerontology.  

1 hour in implicit bias is needed.  

Find website here 

 

https://www.armedicalboard.org/Professionals/PhysicianAssistant.aspx
https://www.azbn.gov/
https://azbn.gov/licenses-and-certifications/renew-your-license
https://www.azpa.gov/
https://www.rn.ca.gov/licensees/ce-renewal.shtml
https://www.pab.ca.gov/licensees/cmeregs.shtml
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     Colorado Colorado has no CE requirements for initial application or 
renewal. Two hours for opioid/controlled substance for 
prescriptive authority application. 

Find website Here: 

PAs are required to have 100 CME hours every 2 years, 25% of which 
must be category 1 CME. 

Find website here 

  

 

        Connecticut The state of Connecticut requires 50 CE hours every 2 years. 
Specific requirements include: 5 CE hours in pharmacology- 1 CE 
hour in each of the following: Infectious disease including HIV and 
AIDS, risk management, sexual assault, domestic violence, 
cultural competency, substance abuse, controlled substance/pain 
management, and...2 CE hours once every 6 years in veteran’s or 
their family members mental health conditions including PTSD, 
suicide risk, depression, and/or suicide prevention training.  

Find Website here 

Connecticut PAs only need to meet the requirements of the National 
Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants (NCCPA) and pass 
any examination NCCPA may require for maintenance of certification 
and have 1 CME hour in controlled substance prescribing. 

Find website here  

 

        Delaware Delaware APRNs need to meet the 30 CE hour requirements as 
RNs do. Three hours should be in substance abuse/controlled 
substances and 10 hours need to be pharmacology.  

Find website here 

100 Category 1 CME hours every 2 years. 

Find website here   

       Florida • The state of Florida requires a total of 16 continuing 
education hours for APRN license renewal with several 
specific requirements. To learn more about Florida APRN 
renewal requirements Here   

• HIV (1 CE hour required)  

Florida requires PAs to have 100 hours of Category 1 CME, but in 
those 100 hours also requires the following:  

- 1 hour of HIV education 
- 2 hours on medication errors 

https://dpo.colorado.gov/Nursing/Applications
https://dpo.colorado.gov/PALicensingRequirements
https://ps/portal.ct.gov/dph/practitioner-licensing--investigations/aprn/continuing-education
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Practitioner-Licensing--Investigations/Physician-Assistant/Continuing-Education
https://dpr.delaware.gov/boards/nursing/continuing-education-and-audit-information/
https://dpr.delaware.gov/boards/medicalpractice/continuing-education-and-audit-information/
https://floridasnursing.gov/renewals/advanced-practice-registered-nurse/#tab-ce
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• Human Trafficking (2 CE hours required) – 
• Safe and Effective Prescribing of controlled substances (3 CE 

hours required)  
To gain an independent practice license in Florida, 30 CE credits 
with diagnosing and differential diagnosis 

- 2 hours on domestic violence 

Find out more Here   

       Georgia 30 CE hours are needed for each renewal cycle. RN license must 
be renewed before the APRN license. For APRNs who prescribe 
controlled substances an additional 1 hour of CE in controlled 
substances is needed.   

Find website here 

 

40 Category 1 CME hours. 10 hours related directly to the specialty of 
the supervising physician practice area and 3 hours specific to 
pharmaceuticals in the specialty area of practice.  

Find website here 

      Hawaii Hawaii requires 30 hours of CE with 8 hours in pharmacology.  

Find out more here   

40 Hours of category 1 CME credit are required as notice from 2019 
but not noted on the state website for renewal.  

More resources here 

Find website here 

      Idaho 30 hours of CE per renewal are required with 10 hours of 
pharmacology. 

Find Website here  

 

100 CME hours are required every 2 years. PAs are also required to 
keep NCCPA certification and can use hours from certification for 
state renewal.  

Find website here  

 

https://flboardofmedicine.gov/forms/cme-requirements-for-pa-license-renewal.pdf
https://sos.ga.gov/page/nursing-continuing-education
https://http/medicalboard.georgia.gov/licensure-information/physician-anesthesiologist-assistant-pas-and-aas
https://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/boards/nursing/advanced-practice-registered-nurse-aprn-renewal-requirements/
https://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/boards/medical/
https://http/cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/files/2019/09/IA-AMD-CME-2019.pdf
https://dopl.idaho.gov/bon/
https://dopl.idaho.gov/paac/
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      Illinois The state of Illinois currently requires 80 CE hours for license 
renewal. Access the Illinois APRN renewal requirements here 

 Illinois requires the following:  10 hours in controlled substances  
-20 hours of pharmacology-1 hour in Alzheimer's  -1 hour in 
implicit bias -1 hour of sexual harassment training 

50 of category 1 CME hours every renewal with 3 hours of opioid and 
controlled substance education. 

Find website here 

  

      Indiana 30 hours of CE credit with 8 of those in pharmacology are 
required every 2 years for renewal. 

Find website here 

 

 

PAs are required to have 100 category 1 CME hours. For controlled 
substance recognition some education in the 100 hours must be in 
controlled substances. 

Find website here  

 

     Iowa Iowa requires 36 hours of CE for RN renewal for all APRNs. They 
also require:  

- 1 hour on child/adult abuse (offered by Iowa Department 
of Human Services) -found here  

- 2 hours on opioid and substance use/abuse. 

Find website here  

100 hours of continuing education (CE) every two years to maintain 
their license. At least 50 of those hours must be designated as AMA 
PRA Category 1 Credit. 

Find website here 

    Kansas Requires APRNs to complete 30 hours of continuing education 
(CE) credit per license period. 

Find website here 

Kansas requires an initial 50 credit category 1 CME 

Find website here  

https://idfpr.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idfpr/faq/dpr/pa-2020-renewal-faq.pdf
https://www.in.gov/pla/professions/nursing-home/nursing-licensing-information/#:%7E:text=Advanced%20Practice%20Nurses%20with%20Prescriptive,are%20audited%20by%20the%20Board.
https://www.in.gov/pla/professions/physician-assistant-home/physician-assistant-licensing-information/
https://hhs.iowa.gov/report-abuse-fraud/mandatory-reporters
https://dial.iowa.gov/licenses/medical/nursing-professional-midwifery/continuing-education/ce-basic-requirements#:%7E:text=Iowa%20law%20mandates%20continuing%20education,nursing%20practice%2C%20education%2C%20or%20research
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=d50a20c434f29bec&rlz=1C5OZZY_enUS1124US1124&cs=0&q=AMA+PRA+Category+1+Credit&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjHhMOx_MGOAxWfTDABHehrCWQQxccNegQIBBAB&mstk=AUtExfDdYgPT9vbpFZUWNfUpvHQ8MSIKk_Cs_81c2TUSqZdam9KrvGdIYmv98IChqCO2syeKSrmnOqRcQavlne7OfXCoVqw6yTP1XbWCPCqtarpWP7B0-jJrWOjd11HWelw5x8A&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=d50a20c434f29bec&rlz=1C5OZZY_enUS1124US1124&cs=0&q=AMA+PRA+Category+1+Credit&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjHhMOx_MGOAxWfTDABHehrCWQQxccNegQIBBAB&mstk=AUtExfDdYgPT9vbpFZUWNfUpvHQ8MSIKk_Cs_81c2TUSqZdam9KrvGdIYmv98IChqCO2syeKSrmnOqRcQavlne7OfXCoVqw6yTP1XbWCPCqtarpWP7B0-jJrWOjd11HWelw5x8A&csui=3
https://dial.iowa.gov/licenses/medical/physician-assistants
https://ksbn.kansas.gov/renewal-application/
https://www.physicianassistantedu.org/kansas/#:%7E:text=Step%204.-,Maintain%20the%20PA%20License,CME)%20in%20the%20preceding%20year.
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    Kentucky 14 contact hours of continuing education (CE) or by meeting 
other continuing competency requirements. NPs in Kentucky are 
also required to complete one-time continuing education courses 
on suicide prevention and implicit bias if they haven't already 

-DEA-X req 4 CE annually in addiction disorders, incl 1.5 hrs in 
addiction d/o pharm 
-for CAPA-CS, of the five (5) PH contact hours, 1.5 must be on 
pain mgmt or addiction d/o 
Specific topic areas with hours or specialty courses required: RN 
requires 3 hours in domestic violence one time, 
1.5 hours in pediatric abusive head trauma one time 

FInd website here  

 

100 hours of AMA PRA Category 1 Credit ™ every two years and 
maintain your NCCPA certification.  

You must also have completed continuing education in HIV/AIDS in 
the past 10 years. A one-time requirement of 1.5 hours in pediatric 
abusive head trauma is also needed within the first two years of 
licensure or prior to the first renewal. 

Find website here 

  Louisiana Louisianna requires APRNs to complete 30 hours of continuing 
education (CE) credit per license period. 

6 pharmacology credit per year 

Find website here 

 

PAs need to complete 100 hours of CME every two years and take the 
recertification 

PAs with a Controlled Dangerous Substance (CDS) license must 
complete at least 3 hours of board-approved continuing education 
related to CDS prescribing practices, 

Find website here 

    Maine APRN must complete 50 hours of continuing education (CE) every 
two years, according to the Maine Board of Nursing.  

This includes 3 hours of CE on the prescribing of opioid 
medication for those with prescriptive authority. 

PAs must complete 100 hours of CME  

 Maine requires 3 hours of Category 1 CME specifically on the 
prescribing of opioid medication. 

https://kbn.ky.gov/education/Pages/Continuing-Education-Competency.aspx
https://kentuckypa.org/events-cme/nccpa-requirements#:%7E:text=Renewal%20requires%20100%20hours%20of,years%2C%20and%20current%20NCCPA%20certification.&text=For%20the%20full%20%22Physician%20Assistants,by%20the%20AAPA%2C%20click%20here.
https://www.lsbn.state.la.us/wp-content/uploads/credentialing/vr1.pdf?v=1748881959
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C5OZZY_enUS1124US1124&cs=0&sca_esv=d50a20c434f29bec&q=Controlled+Dangerous+Substance+%28CDS%29+license&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj8q5bp_sGOAxWTRzABHXb1NZUQxccNegQIIBAB&mstk=AUtExfDC9PGalYFqUYR6uVbc-naxsqyHHSK7HPeXn9V5JhFXKleJQZJVtvhf7k57ZwLIB6N9wJEkYuVfBddF5Qovw8nyZUdy1-cncIfB2no10VtotFlGXuEqwcM9nxG2aflhkvw&csui=3
https://www.lsbme.la.gov/content/board-orientations-online-courses


 

Updated 7/15/2025 
 

Find website here 

 

Find website here 

 

   Maryland 30 CEUs, maintain national certification 
 One time implicit bias training course, approved by the MD 
board of nursing 

Find website here 

 

 

CE requirements can be met by either earning 50 hours of Category 1 
CE (including 8 hours in pharmacology) in the two years before 
expiration, or by providing proof of current NCCPA certification. First-
time renewers after initial licensure or reinstatement are exempt 
from the 42 hours of general Category 1 CE but must still complete 8 
hours of pharmacology topics. 

 For those renewing for the first time after initial licensure or 

reinstatement in 2025, a one-time attestation of completing implicit 

bias training is required. 

Find website here 

 

 Massachusetts 15 contact hours of continuing education every two years,  

Additionally, if a NP has prescriptive authority, they must also 
complete pain management education related to opioid 
prescribing. APRNs with prescriptive authority must complete 
training in the following subjects with each renewal: 
• Effective Pain Management 
• The risks of abuse and addiction associated with opioid 

medication 
• Identification of patients at risk for substance use disorders 
• Counseling patients about the side effects, addictive nature 

and proper storage and disposal of prescription medications 

100 hours of continuing medical education (CME) every two years to 
renew their license. Of these hours, 40 must be in Category 1 CME 
credits 

4 must be in pharmacology or pharmacokinetics. 

 PAs also need to complete specific CMEs related to prescription of 
controlled substances and domestic violence training. 

Find website here 

 

https://www.maine.gov/boardofnursing/
https://www.maine.gov/md/licensure/pa-license
https://mbon.maryland.gov/Pages/advanced-practice-index.aspx
https://www.mbp.state.md.us/mbp_ah/index.aspx
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/renew-your-physician-assistant-license


 

Updated 7/15/2025 
 

• Appropriate prescription quantities for prescription 
medications that have an increased risk of abuse 

• Opioid antagonists, overdose prevention treatments and 
instances in which a patient may be advised on both the use 
of and ways to access opioid antagonists and overdose 
prevention treatments 
 
Find website here 

 

Michigan APRNs must complete 25 contact hours of continuing education 
(CE) every two years  

2 hours in pain and pain symptom management. 

One-time training requirements for identifying victims of human 
trafficking and implicit bias. 

Find website here 

 

Michigan does not mandate general CE for PA license renewal. 

 Minimum of one hour of implicit bias training for each year of your 
current license cycle. 

If you prescribe or dispense controlled substances, you must 
complete training in opioids and controlled substance awareness 
every renewal period. 

All licensees must have completed training in identifying victims of 
human trafficking. 

Find website here 

Minnesota 24 contact hours of continuing education (CE) every two years. 

FInd website here 

50 contact hours of Category 1 CME every two years. 

Find website here  

Mississippi 40 hours of CE, Additionally, if an NP hasn't practiced for over 5 
years, they'll need to complete 20 hours of CE for reinstatement.  

100 hours of continuing medical education (CME) over the previous 
two years, with at least 40 hours being Category 1 credit. 

https://www.mass.gov/how-to/renew-your-nursing-license
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LARA_Nursing_Specialty_CE_Brochure_4-11_376430_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/lara/Folder15/Physicians_Assistant.pdf?rev=6b2cbe8157c3418b8b292db97a2a8056
https://mn.gov/boards/nursing/licensure/license-renewal/renew-license.jsp
https://mn.gov/boards/medical-practice/renew
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with 5 hours specifically dedicated to controlled substances, 
regardless of whether they hold a DEA registration. 

Find website here  

 

PAs authorized to prescribe controlled substances also need 5 hours 
of CME focused on controlled substance prescribing every two years. 

Find website here  

Missouri None required 

Find website here 

Assistant Physicians are required 50 hours of AMA PRA Category 
1 Credit ™ every two years. 

Beginning with DEA initial registrations or renewals starting June 
27, 2023, all DEA-registered practitioners (with the exception of 
DVM-only license holders) are required 8 hours on treating and 
managing patients with opioid or other substance use disorders, 
including the appropriate clinical use of all FDA-approved drugs for 
the treatment of a substance use disorder, one-time only. 

Find website here 

 

Montana 24 hours CE credit is required 

 12 hours in pharm (no more than 2 hrs in herbal/complementary 
therapies) 

Find website here  

 

100 hours of Continuing Medical Education (CME) every two years, 
and passing the Physician Assistant National Recertifying Exam 
(PANRE) every ten years.  

Find website here 

 

https://ttps/www.msbn.ms.gov/faqsthtt
https://www.msbml.ms.gov/Renewals
https://pr.mo.gov/boards/nursing/RequirementstoMaintainanActiveMissouriAPRNLicense.pdf
https://www.netce.com/ce-requirements/physician-assistant/mo/#MO-DEA-Registrants#MO-DEA-Registrants
https://www.netce.com/ce-requirements/physician-assistant/mo/#MO-DEA-Registrants#MO-DEA-Registrants
https://www.netce.com/ce-requirements/physician-assistant/mo/#MO-DEA-Registrants#MO-DEA-Registrants
https://www.netce.com/ce-requirements/physician-assistant/mo/#MO-DEA-Registrants#MO-DEA-Registrants
https://pr.mo.gov/healingarts-application-forms.asp
https://boards.bsd.dli.mt.gov/nursing/
https://boards.bsd.dli.mt.gov/medical-examiners/license-information/physician-assistant
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Nebraska RNs and LPNs are required to complete twenty (20) contact hours 
of continuing education every two years. APRNs must maintain 
current national certification 

 NPs with prescriptive authority must complete 3 hours of 
continuing education on opiate prescribing, including at least 
one-half hour on the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program 
(PDMP). 

 

Total hours required for renewal: 23 

Find website here 

 

Physician Assistants (PAs) must complete 50 hours of Category 1 
continuing medical education (CME) every two years. 

Find website here 

 

Nevada 45 contact hours every two years.  8 hours pharm 

- 15 of the 45 hours must be related to your specific area of 
practice (e.g., family medicine, pediatrics).  

- 2 hours of training in evidence-based suicide prevention and 

awareness.  

-4 hours of training in cultural competency, diversity, equity, and 

inclusion.  

-All DEA-registered practitioners must complete 8 hours of 

training on treating and managing patients with opioid or other 

substance use disorders. 

Find website here 

 Physician Assistants (PAs) need to complete 40 hours of continuing 
medical education (CME) every two years to renew their license. At 
least 20 of those hours must be within their specific scope of practice 
or specialty. Additionally, there are some mandatory CME topics 
including ethics, pain management, addiction care, and misuse and 
abuse of controlled substances. 

Find website here  

 

https://nursece4less.com/nursing-ceu-requirements/nebraska-nursing-ceu-requirements/ne-advanced-practice-registered-nurse-aprn-ceu-licens
https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/pages/physician-assistant.aspx
https://nevadanursingboard.org/continuing-education/#:%7E:text=The%20Nevada%20Nurse%20Practice%20Act,bioterrorism%20course%20to%20be%20completed.
https://medboard.nv.gov/Forms/PhysicianAsst/
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New Hampshire Complete a total of 60 hours of continuing education.q 2 years,  
30 hours to maintain RN with an additional 30 hours of 
continuing education specific to your APRN specialty are 
required. 

 

Included within the additional 30 hours, you must have at least 5 
hours of coursework in pharmacology. 

 DEA Registration Holders: If you have an active DEA number for 
prescribing in New Hampshire, 3 of the 5 pharmacology hours 
must focus on opioid prescribing, pain management, or substance 
abuse disorder. 

Find website here 

 
 

100 CME credits every two years 

Find website here  

 

New Jersey  30 hours q 2 years 

Opioid Prescribing: 1 hour specifically focused on the prescribing 
of opioid drugs, alternatives to opioids, and the risks of opioid 
abuse, addiction, and diversion. 

-2 hours of continuing education in end-of-life care. 

50 contact hours 

Find website here  

 

https://ttps/www.oplc.nh.gov/board-nurses-education-and-training
https://www.oplc.nh.gov/applications-physician-assistant
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/pa/Pages/applications.aspx
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-1 hour of continuing education in organ and tissue recovery and 

donation. 

-The remaining 26 hours can be fulfilled through various other CE 

courses relevant to the NP's area of practice. 

Find website here  

 
 

New Mexico 50 hours of continuing education (CE) every two years, with 30 
hours fulfilling the RN license requirements and an additional 20 
hours specific to your NP role 

If you have a DEA registration, 10 hours of your CE must be in 

pharmacology. 

Non-Cancer Pain Management: If you have a DEA registration, 

you also need to complete 5 hours in non-cancer pain 

management 

Find website here 

 

. You need to complete and log 100 Continuing Medical Education 
(CME) credits every two years, with at least 50 being Category 1 
credits. 

Pain Management and Controlled Substances: PAs in New Mexico 
with a federal DEA registration and New Mexico controlled substance 
registration must complete additional hours in this area: 

5 hours during the first year of licensure. 

3 hours every renewal thereafter. 

Find website here 

 

New York Nurse Practitioners must complete 45 contact hours every 3 
years. 

At least 3 hours must pertain to infection control training. 
Pharmacology is not specified separately but may be required 
depending on prescriptive authority. 

0 state-mandated CE hours; however, must maintain NCCPA 
certification (if applicable). 
Not required by the state, but infection control and pain 
management may apply. 
Mandatory Infection Control and Barrier Precautions every 4 years 

https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/nur
https://www.bon.nm.gov/rn/
https://www.nmmb.state.nm.us/licensing/
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Mandatory Infection Control and Barrier Precautions course 
every 4 years 

Child Abuse Identification and Reporting (one-time requirement) 
Find website here  

 

Pain Management, Palliative Care, and Addiction every 3 years if 
holding a DEA registration 

Find website here 
 

North Carolina 50 contact hours every 2 years. 
20 of the 50 must be in pharmacology. 

Find website  here  

PAs must complete at least 50 hours of NCCPA Category I CME every 

two years, starting on their birthday following initial licensure or in 

1999, whichever is later. 

PAs authorized to prescribe controlled substances need 2 hours of 

CME on this topic each renewal cycle, addressing prescribing 

practices and chronic pain management. 

Find website here  

North Dakota 15 contact hours every 2 years. 
For prescriptive authority: 15 contact hours in pharmacology 
within the 2-year period. 

Find website here  
 

To maintain NCCPA certification, PAs must complete 100 CME credits 
every two years. 

Find website here 

Ohio 24 CE hours every 2 years. 
 12 of 24 hours must be in advanced pharmacology. 
 

1 hour in laws/rules specific to Ohio nursing practice 

100 CME hours every 2 years for license renewal. 
Minimum 20 Category 1 hours must be completed in the 100. 
12 pharmacology hours if holding a Certificate to Prescribe 
Find website here 

https://www.op.nysed.gov/professions/nursing/nurse-practitioner
https://www.op.nysed.gov/professions/physician-assistant
https://www.op.nysed.gov/professions/physician-assistant
https://www.ncbon.com/licensure-listing-nurse-practitioner
https://www.ncmedboard.org/licensure-information/continuing-medical-education
https://www.ndbon.org/RegulationsPractice/APRN/APRN.asp
https://www.hhs.nd.gov/licensing-regulation-and-certification
https://med.ohio.gov/Licensees/Physician-Assistant
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6 hours of pharmacology if prescribing controlled substances 
Find website here 

 

Oklahoma Oklahoma requires 15 contact hours every 2 years. 
including 2 hours in pain management or opioid prescribing if the 
APRN holds prescriptive authority. 
Specialty courses required: 

• 2 hours opioid CE required for prescribers 
Find website here  

20CME hours annually (40 per 2-year renewal). 
including 1 hour in pain management or opioid prescribing if 
prescribing. 

 
Specialty courses required: 

- 1 hour opioid/pain management annually if prescriptive 
authority 
 

Find website here  

Oregon Oregon requires 100 CE hours every 2 years. 
including 15 pharmacology hours  

Specialty courses required: 

- 2 hours in cultural competence 
- 1 hour in pain management 

Find website here 

Cultural Competency website here 

 

60 CME hours every 2 years 

Specialty courses required: 

- 1 hour in pain management (one-time requirement for all 
licensees with a DEA number) 

- 2 hours in cultural competency 

Find website here 

Cultural Competency website here 

 

https://nursing.ohio.gov/licensing-certification-categories/certified-nurse-practitioner/
https://nursing.ok.gov/aprnrenewal.html
https://www.okmedicalboard.org/physician_assistants
https://www.oregon.gov/osbn/Pages/continuing-competency.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/OEI/Pages/cultural-competence-training.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/omb/pages/ce.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/OEI/Pages/cultural-competence-training.aspx
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Pennsylvania Pennsylvania requires 30 CE hours every 2 years 
including 16 pharmacology hours  

Specialty courses required: 

• 2 hours of child abuse recognition and reporting 

• 2 hours in pain management or opioids 

• 2 hours in prescribing/dispensing opioids 

Renewal website here 

CE Breakdown website here 

 

100 CME hours every 2 years 
-12 hours in pharmacology if prescribing 
Specialty courses required: 

• 2 hours pain management 

• 2 hours opioid prescribing 

• 2 hours in child abuse recognition 

Find Website here 

 

Rhode Island Rhode Island requires 10 CE hours per year (20 per 2-year cycle) 
-At least 10 of 20 must be in pharmacology 
Specialty courses required: 

8 hours in substance abuse or opioid prescribing if prescribing 
controlled substances 

Find Website here 

25 CE hours every 2 years 
- 8 hours if prescribing controlled substances 
Specialty courses required: 

• Substance use disorder, chronic pain, and safe prescribing 

Find Website here 

 

South Carolina South Carolina requires 30 CE hours every 2 years 
-20 of the 30 must be in pharmacology 
Specialty courses required: 

• 2 hours in prescribing controlled substances 

Find website here 

40 CME hours every 2 years, at least 15 hours in pharmacology 

Specialty course required 

- 2 hours in prescribing controlled substances 

Find website here 

https://www.dos.pa.gov/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardsCommissions/Nursing/Pages/APRNs.aspx
https://www.dos.pa.gov/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardsCommissions/Nursing/Pages/Continuing-Education.aspx
https://www.dos.pa.gov/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardsCommissions/Medicine/Pages/Continuing-Education.aspx
https://health.ri.gov/licenses/detail.php?id=231
https://health.ri.gov/licenses/detail.php?id=231
https://llr.sc.gov/nurse/
https://llr.sc.gov/med/
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South Dakota South Dakota requires 30 CE every 2 years 

- 15 pharmacology hours  

Find Website here 

Must maintain NCCPA certification 

Find website here  

Tennessee Tennessee requires 5 CE hours every year (10 per 2 years) 
- 2 CE hours in controlled substances prescribing every 2 years  
Specialty courses required: 

• 2 hours of controlled substance prescribing, including 
alternatives and risk 

Find Website here 

 

100 CME hours every 2 years 
-2 hours in prescribing controlled substances  
Specialty courses required: 

• Controlled substances training (risk, alternatives) 

Find Website here 

 

Texas Texas requires 20 CE hours every 2 years 
- 5 hours in pharmacotherapeutics  
Specialty courses required: 

• 2 hours prescribing controlled substances 

• 2 hours in human trafficking prevention (one-time) 

Find Website here 

40 CME hours every 2 years 
-2 hours in controlled substance prescribing  
Specialty courses required: 

• Human trafficking prevention (1-time) 

Find website here 

Utah Utah requires 30 CE every 2 years  

- 4 CE hours in controlled substances  

40 CME hours every 2 years 

- 4 hours in controlled substances 

https://doh.sd.gov/boards/nursing/APRN.aspx
https://doh.sd.gov/boards/medical/licensure.aspx
https://www.tn.gov/health/health-program-areas/health-professional-boards/nursing-board.html
https://www.tn.gov/health/health-program-areas/health-professional-boards/pa-board.html
https://www.bon.texas.gov/licensure_renewal.asp
https://www.tmb.state.tx.us/page/licensing-physician-assistant
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Find Website here Find website here 

Vermont Vermont requires 30 hours (12 need to be pharmacology) every 2 
years 

Specialty course -1-time Human Trafficking CE  

Find Website here 

30 hours (12 need to be pharmacology) every 2 years 

Specialty course -1-time Human Trafficking CE  

Find Website here 

Virginia 

 

Virginia requires 40 hours of CE in specialty  

Find website here 

100 hours of CME within two years. 

Find website here 

Washington 

 

Washington requires 30 hours of CE within 2 years of preceding 
application.  

- 15 hours of CE within the past two years  
- All  licensed nurses must complete 2 hours of health 

equity CE.  
 Find website here 

 

 

100 hours of CME within two years. 

Find website here 

 

West Virginia West Virginia requires 24 hours of CE with 12 of the 24 hours 
must be in pharmacotherapeutics.  

Find out more here   

100 hours of CME every two years. 

Find website here 

Wisconsin Pharmacology/Therapeutics: You need to complete 16 contact 
hours of continuing education per biennium (every two years) in 

100 hours of CME every two years. 

https://dopl.utah.gov/nursing/
https://dopl.utah.gov/pa/
https://sos.vermont.gov/nursing/licensing/continuing-competency/
https://sos.vermont.gov/opr/professions/physician-assistant/
https://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Boards/Nursing/PractitionerResources/ContinuedCompetency/AdvancedPracticeRegisteredNurse/#:%7E:text=Continuing%20Competency%20Requirements.,their%20licensees%20to%20determine%20compliance
https://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Boards/Medicine/AbouttheBoard/RegulatedProfessions/PhysicianAssistant/
https://nursing.wa.gov/licensing/maintain-license/continuing-competency
https://wmc.wa.gov/licensing/licensing-requirements/physician-assistant-license-requirements#:%7E:text=Renewal%20Requirements,Demographic%20Census%20for%20Workforce%20Planning
https://wvrnboard.wv.gov/education/Pages/default.aspx#:%7E:text=Each%20Advanced%20Practice%20Registered%20Nurse,clinical%20management%20per%20renewal%20cycle.
https://wvbom.wv.gov/
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clinical pharmacology or therapeutics relevant to your area of 
practice. 

Controlled Substances: At least 2 of these 16 contact hours must 

be related to the responsible prescribing of controlled 

substances. 

 

Find website here 

 

Of the 50 Category 1 CME credits, 20 must be through performance-

improvement or self-assessment activities. 

Find website here 

 

Wyoming Wyoming does not require specific continuing education (CE) 
hours for all license renewals. The number of CE hours needed 
can depend on recent practice hours. 

Those with prescriptive authority must complete three (3) hours 
of CE on responsible prescribing of controlled substances or 
substance abuse treatment every two years. 

DEA-registered practitioners must complete a one-time 8-hour 

training on treating opioid or other substance use disorders, 

including the use of FDA-approved drugs for treatment. 

APRNs renewing licensure need proof of national certification and 

3 CE hours related to safe opioid prescribing if they have 

prescriptive authority.  

Find Website Here 

 

100 CME hours are required every 2 years, including at least 50 hours 
of Category 1 CME credits. 

Find website here  

 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/n/8/_1?up=1#:%7E:text=N%208.045(1),responsible%20prescribing%20of%20controlled%20substances
https://www.wapa.org/page/Certification#:%7E:text=To%20maintain%20national%20certification%2C%20physician%20assistants%20(PAs),bodies%20such%20as%20the%20AMA%20or%20AAFP
https://wsbn.wyo.gov/licensing
https://wyomedboard.wyo.gov/physician-assistants/renew-pa-license
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